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- The order of major sentence constituents

ON is constrained
HUNGARIAN - The functions associated with the
different structural positions are logical
SENTENCES IN

functions instead of the grammatical

GENERAL functions

- Topic and predicate






TOPIC

[ropic JANOSt] [p,ogicare €llit-Ott-e egy autod]
John-ACC ~ VM-hit-PST.3SG a  car
‘A car hit John. [John was hit by a car.]’

[Topic Janos-bol] [p,.gieare hidnyzik a becsiilet]
John-FROM miss.PROG.3SG the honesty

‘Honesty is missing from John. [John lacks honesty.]’

[ropic JAnos-nak] [p,gicoe O55zE-tOr-ték az autoja-t]
John-DAT VM-break-PST.3PL the car-POSS-ACC

‘They broke John’s car. [John had his car broken.]’



PREDICATE

- [t is constituted by the verb, which can be

accompanied by a verb modifier (VM)

- Subject is generated within the VP

- Topic-predicate boundary: the rightmost

position where a sentence adverbial can
be inserted

- Primary stress falls on the first prominent

part of the predicate






1.

2.

FOCUS

Janos csak MARINAK mutatta  be Pétert.

John only Mary-DAT introduced VM Peter-ACC
‘It was only to Mary that John introduced Peter.’

Janos MARINAK mutatta  be csak Pétert.

John Mary-DAT introduced VM only Peter-ACC
‘It was only to Mary that John introduced Peter.’



PRONOUNS




PRONOUNS

Context: ‘The stew is ready.’

1. - Nem kérek beldole /  ‘ab-bol.
not want-1SG FROM-3SG / that FROM

‘I don’t want any of it.’

- Ab-bol / *bel6l-e nem kérek.
thatFROM /  from-3SG not want-1SG
‘I don’t want any of that.’

- Csak ab-bdl / *belOle kérek.
only that FROM / from-3SG want-1SG

‘I only want some of that.’

- Ab-bol is/ *belole is kérek.
that-FROM too / from-3SG too want-1SG

‘T want some of that too.’




PRONOUNS

(1) A cipOk pontosan elkésziiltek, mar tegnap elvitték
O-k-et.

the shoe-PL on_time VM-make-PST.3PL already yesterday PART-take-3PL.PST
(s)he-PL-ACC

“The shoes were ready on time, they were already taken yesterday.’

2 A konyveit rendbe rakta,
the book-POSS.PL.3SG order-into put-3SG.PST
de a takaritdonO Ossze-vissza  dobalta 0-k-et.

but the maid together-back throw-3SG.PST (s)he-pl-ACC
‘He put his books in order, but the maid threw them around higgledy-pigeledy.’



PRONOUNS




PRONOUNS

- Péter utalja a Raidet, ...

Peter hate-3SG the Raid-ACC
"Peter hates Raid, ...’

...pedigcsak AZ/*0/*0O valt be a szinyogok ellen.
but only that / o / (s)he work VM the mosquito.PL against
‘but is is THAT that has proved efficient against mosquitos.’

..de pontAZT/ *Q@/*0T ajanlotta a szomszéd.
but just thatACC / @/ (s)he-ACC recommend-3SG.PST the neighbor

...but it is THAT that the neighbor recommended.’

...de pont ARRA/ *RA/ *O-RA eskiiszik a szomszéd.
but just that:SUB / SUB.3SG / (s)he-SUB.3SG swear.3sg the neighbor
...but it is THAT that the neighbor swears by.’



THE STUDY

- The study examines back-reference to |-

HUMAN] singular and plural

antecedents

- The co-referring pronoun in each

sentence is in focus position and they
appear in four cases: accusative, ablative,
dative, and superessive

- For each case I looked at the acceptability

of the [[HUMAN)] pronoun and the weak
[+HUMAN] pronoun



ABLATIVE CASE - SINGULAR

~ Azt hittem, a kék ruhadat
that-ACC believe-pst.1sg the blue dress-POSS.2SG-ACC
veszed  fel az tinnepségre.

take-2SG up the ceremony-ALL

‘I thought you would wear your blue dress to the ceremony.’

- Ugyvolt, de pont at-tol / “t0l-e vagyok mindig kititéses.
so be.PST but just thatABL / ABL-3SG be.1SG always rash-AD]

‘I was going to, but it always gives me rashes.’



C A S E X O(’ E A I< A: Azt hittem, a kék ruhadat veszed fel az tinnepségre. B: Ugy volt, de pont téle vagyok mindig

kiatéses.

[+HUMAN] =
PRONOUN - “

60 66 (48,2%)

SINGULAR

40

30 (21,9%)

20

20 (14,6%)

10 (7,3%) 11 (8%)




ABLATIVE

C A S E : [ - A: Azt hittem, a kék ruhadat veszed fel az (innepségre. B: Ugy volt, de pont attél vagyok mindig
kiGtéses.

HUMAN] =
PRONOUN - )

75

SINGULAR

50

25
22 (16,1%)

10 (7,3%)




ABLATIVE CASE - PLURAL

A horrorfilmeken kiviil barmit megnézek -

the horror_movies except anything-ACC VM-watch-1SG
csak az-ok-tol / “t0l-itk  szoktam rosszul érezni magam.

only that-PL-ABL / ABL-3PL do sick-adv feel-INF myself

‘[ watch everything except for horror movies - they are the only ones that
make me feel sick.’



ABLATIVE

C A S E . W E A K A horrorfilmeken kival barmit megnezek — csak tollk szoktam rosszul érezni magam.
[+tHUMAN] o
PRONOUN -

48 (35%)
40

37 (27%)

PLURAL

31 (22,6%)
20

14 (10,2%)




ABLATIVE

CASE: [-
* [ A horrorfilmeken kivul barmit megnezek — csak azoktol szoktam rosszul erezni magam.

HUMAN] .

100

PRONOUN - m -
PLURAL :

25
8 (5,8%)

16 (11,7%
11 (8%) (11,7%)




ACCUSATIVE CASE - SINGULAR

- Melyik siiteményt adhatom?
which cookie-ACC give-COND-1SG
“Which cookie can I give you!?

- Pont *6-t / az-t ott a sarokban.
just (s)he-ACC / that-ACC there the corner-in
‘Just that right there in the corner.’




ACCUSATIVE

C A S E : A: Melyik siteményt adhatom? B: Pont 6t ott a sarokban.
[+HUMAN] o
PRONOUN -

58 (42,3%)

40

41 (29,9%)

SINGULAR

20

17 (12:4%) 14 (10,2%)

0




ACCUSATIVE
CASE: [-
HUMAN]

PRONOUN -

SINGULAR

A: Melyik siteményt adhatom? B: Pont azt ott a sarokban.

137 vélasz

60

40

20

8 (5,8%)

21 (15,3%)

31 (22,6%)

42 (30,7%)

35 (25,5%)




ACCUSATIVE CASE - PLURAL

Mar csak citromos cukorkak maradtak,
yet only lemon-AD]J candy-PL stay-3PL.PST
én pedig  pont az-ok-at / O-k-et szeretem a  legkevésbé.

[ however just thatPL-ACC / (s)he-PL-ACC like-1SG the least

“There are only lemon-flavored candies left, but they are the ones I like the
least.’



ACCUSATIVE

CASE:
¢ Mar csak citromos cukorkak maradtak, én pedig pont 6ket szeretem a legkevésbé.

[+HUMAN] e
PRONOUN -

58 (42,3%)

40

PLURAL

20 23 (16,8%)

14 (10,2%)
8 (5,8%)




ACCUSATIVE
CASE: [-
HUMAN]

PRONOUN -

PLURAL

Mar csak citromos cukorkak maradtak, én pedig pont azokat szeretem a legkevesbe.
137 vélasz

100

86 (62,8%)

75

50

25

6 (4,4%) 22 (16,1%)
14 (10,2%)



DATIVE CASE - SINGULAR

- Ezt a vazat emlékszem, méga nagymamadtol
this-ACC the vase-ACC remember-1AG yet the grandmother-POSS.2SG-from
kaptad. Magaddal viszed ezt  is, ugyel

2et-2SG.PST yourself-with take-2SG thissACC too right

‘I remember you had gotten this vase from your grandmother. You will take this with you
too, won't you!’

- Mindenféleképpen, de pont an-nak/ ?neki  nem taldltam még dobozt.

definitely but just thatDAT / DAT-3SG not find-1SG.PST yet box-ACC

‘Definitely, but that is the only one I haven’t found a box for.’



C A S E & O(’ E A I< A: Ezt a vazat emlekszem, meég a nagymamadtol kaptad. Magaddal viszed ezt is, ugye? B:

Mindenfeleképpen, de pont neki nem talaltam meg dobozt.
|[+HUMAN|

PRONOUN 60

SINGULAR -

20

20 (14,6%) 19 (13,9%)




DATIVE

C A S E : [ - A: Ezt a vazat emlékszem, még a nagymamadtol kaptad. Magaddal viszed ezt is, ugye? B:
Mindenféleképpen, de pont annak nem talaltam még dobozt.

HUMAN] -
PRONOUN - : -

75

SINGULAR

50

2 25 (18,2%)




DATIVE CASE - PLURAL

- Csaka konyveidnek szeretnél kilon  polcot?
only the book.POSS.2SG.PL-DAT like-2SG.COND separate shelf-ACC
“Would you like to have a separate shelf for your books only?’
- Igen, csak az-ok-nak / nek-ik.
yes only thatPL-DAT / DAT-3PL

“Yes, only for them.’



DATIVE
C A S E : W E A K A: Csak a kdnyveidnek szeretnél klilon polcot? B: Igen, csak nekik.
[+HUMAN] o
PRONOUN -

24 (25,8%) 24 (25,8%)
20

PLURAL

16 (17,2%)

15 (16,1%)

10




DATIVE

CASE: [-

HUMAN]
PRONOUN -

PLURAL

A: Csak a kdnyveidnek szeretnél kiilon polcot? B: Igen, csak azoknak.

137 vélasz

150

100

50

3(2,2%)

0 (0%)

5 (3,6%)

13 (9,5%)

116 (84,7%)




SUPERESSIVE CASE - SINGULAR

Mari azt mondja, nem igazan hasznaljaa Facebookot,
Mari that-ACC say-3SG not really use-3SG the Facebook-ACC
mégis csak azzon/  *rajta tudom elérni.

Still only that:SUP / SUP-3SG able-1SG reach-INF

‘Mary says she doesn’t really like Facebook, still, it is the only place where 1
can reach her.’



SUPERESSIVE
C A S E : W E A K Mari azt mondja, nem igazan hasznalja a Facebookot, megis csak rajta tudom elerni.
[+HUMAN] o

PRONOUN - "
SINGULAR 20 -

10

16 (17,2%)

8 (8,6%)




SUPERESSIVE

CASE: |-
* [ Mari azt mondja, nem igazan hasznalja a Facebookot, megis csak azon tudom elérni.

HUMAN]

80

PRONOUN - .
S IN G U LAR 40 40 (29,2%)

20 22 (16,1%)




SUPERESSIVE CASE - PLURAL

Minden forduléban Gjabb kis tiirkiz tavak tarulnak az ember
Every turn-in newer littl turquois lake-PL unfold-3PL the person
elé - idonként csak az-ok-on / rajt-uk  atgazolva

in.front.of sometimes  only that-PL-SUP / SUP-3PL acrosswade-PART
lehet tovabb haladni.
be.COND onward go-INF

‘At every turn there are little turquoise lakes unfolding in front of us -
sometimes it is only by wading through them we can go on.’



C A S E . O(’ E A K Minden forduléban ujabb kis tlrkiz tavak tarulnak az ember elé - idénkent csak rajtuk atgazolva

lehet tovabb haladni.

[+HUMAN] s
PRONOUN - “

30

PLURAL

20 22 (23,7%) 21 (22,6%)

10
7 (7.5%)




SUPERESSIVE
CASE: [-
HUMAN]

PRONOUN -

PLURAL

Minden forduldban Ujabb kis tlrkiz tavak tarulnak az ember elé - idénként csak azokon atgazolva
lehet tovabb haladni.

137 vélasz

100

90 (65,7%)

75

50

25 28 (20,4%)
3(2,2%) 5 (3,6%)
|

11 (8%)




- When the antecedent is singular, the
predictions are in compliance with what

Alberti and Farkas (2017) observed

- When the antecedent is plural, the
CONCLUSIONS resulFs Qf the ablative and accusatiye cases
are similar to what has been perceived in
their singular counterparts

- The dative and superessive cases have
been judged to be mostly grammatical
rather than ungrammatical
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